
WHAT BECAME OFSEAL OFCONFEDERATESTATESOF AMERICA'
History of Its Strange Disappearance Is Related bv Judse Walter A.

(Special to Tho Tlmes-DlBpatch.J
Washington. October It.."Tlio story

that James Jones, couchman of Jeff¬
erson Davis, while he was President of
the Confederacy, and now employed
at the United Stuics Senate, disposed
of the seal of the Confederate States ut
Mr. Davls's commund, cannot be true.|it Is a hulluelnatloh of Jones. TherejIs at present a sufficiency of available
evidence to show that Admiral Thomas
O. Sclfrldgo. of the United States Navy,
retired, secured the seal in lb73 from'
Colonel John T. Plckott, the llrsl Con-jfederate Commissioner to Mexico, and
if he hus not disposed of it he must
have It still."
This remarkable statement was made

to The Times-Dispatch correspondent]by Judge Walter A. Montgomery, form-
erly of the Supreme Court of North
Carolina, who has been In Washington
for a year collecting data for a his-
tory of the civil administration of the
Confederate States, Including their di¬
plomatic r.-iatso.v which ba Is writ¬
ing.

In 1900 James Jones, a negro, who
worked for Jefferson Davis, and who
has been employed in the stationery
room of the Senate for many years,
started a story to the effect that his
master had given him the seal when
leaving Richmond, and that he had
burled It where It would never be'
found.
Jones said that Mr. Davis had ordered

him to hide the seal where It would
never be found by tho United States
authorities, and that he had carried
out the orders of his master, with the
result that tho seal would never conic
to light.
Jones Is a darky of the old school,

and has been carried on tho pay roll
of the Senate because of his faithful¬
ness to his former master. An attempt
to remove him on account of total dis¬
ability, at tho last session ol Congress
brought from Senator John Sharp Wil¬
liams a stinging rebuke to those who
wished to separate him from his month¬
ly check.

No Credence In Story.
"It seoms strange that any thought¬

ful person would give the least cred¬
ence, to Jones's Btatomont," continued
Judge Montgomery, "because the cvs-
< nation of Richmond, though sudden,
was not unexpected by Mr. Davis, his
cabinet, or Oencral Lee.
"Preparations had been made to moot

It.great quantities of government
property, including machinery for var¬
ious manufacturing purposes, the gov¬
ernment archives, books and papers,
having boon romoved to places of
safety. There was no Intention to
abandon the contest at that time. The,lines of retreat and defense had been
agreed upon by Mr. Davis and General
Dec. and at Danville all tho departments
"f the government wore opened for
business. Mr. Davln Issued a procla-
matlon to the country declaring for
moro determined resistance, and that

hin position had been strengthened by-
tlic tylthdruwul Irom Richmond.
"At Charlotte, even after I^ee and

Johnston had surrendered, Mr. Davis
wus denunt and Insisted upon pro-
tractlng the war beyond the Mlsstsslp-pi, It would not. therefore, have been
consistent for him to havo ordered the
hiding of the seal upon the evaruallon
of Richmond If he was sincere In his
'Charlotte and Danville proclamations.

"If. however. Mr. Davis knew that
the Confederate cause was lost when
the government abandoned Richmond
and determined to hide the seal, whyshould he have chosen a servant for
the work Instead of one of his faith¬
ful friends and aids who surrounded
him?
"Then again, the seal did not belong

to Mr. Davls's office and he had no
physical control of It. By Section 2.
and a<*t of Confederate Congress No. I
21.'To organize the Department of'
State'.II was declared 'that it shall!be the duty of t'ne Secretary of Stale!
to keep the 'treat Seal of the Cpnfeder-Iate States and to make out and re-|coral all papers of State and to affix
said seal.'

Wan \o| In Richmond.
"And finally, Jones was not In Rich¬

mond when the city wan evacuated.
"Colonel Burton Harrison. In the]Century Magazine for November, IRkl

--'The Capture of Jefferson Davis".I
wrote that he left Richmond at 10
o'clock a» night. Friday, before evacua-jtlon. Sunday. April 2. In a sp»cial train
of two or three conch«s. Ills party con¬sisted of Mrs Davis, her sister. MissMowell. her four children. Ellen, mul.-il-I to maid, and James Jones, mulattoI coachman. The laughters of Mrs. Tren-
holm were also in the party, and two
carriage horses were alüo taken along"The party went direct to Charlotte,
where they remained for a we'k or

; more and then all went to Abbeville,South Carolina, except Colonel lla'rrt-I son, who returned to Mr. Davis at
I >anville.
"The history of the strange disap¬pearance of the Confederate seal Is as

I follows: On the 2Sth of March. IS65,five day« before the evacuation of
Richmond. J. I». Benjamin. Secretary of
State, sent William J. Bromwell, dis¬
bursing clerk of the department, to! Charlotte. North Carolina, with three

.boxes of the belongings of that de-! pdrtment, « her« they were to he putIn a place of safety.I "Bromwell, as he »as ord-red to do
by Mr. Benjamin, stopped In Danvilleland got three trunks and four boxes:';j of records and property of the State I
Department, which he had stored some
weeks previously at the Danville Fe¬male College, under his superior's di¬
rections.
"He took the ten packages to Char¬

lotte. He arrived there on April 1 and
stored them In a room In the court-!I house. Five days later he reported. In I

[writing, to Mr. Benjamin that he had |plnc»d all of the boxes In *lx large

fctrong boxes which he had made In
Charlotte. He said that he did not dis¬
turb the contents. He wrote, how¬
ever. Instead of having them marked
Confederate States. Department
Stale. T concluded to have my own
Initials placed upon them In ord»r
to attract as little attention as possible.
"He reported that the boxes were

numbered 1. 2. 3. 18, 19. and 2n. and
marker! W. J. B. The trunks were
marked -I. P. B.. D. K Kenner and St.
Martin. St. Martin was Mr. Benjamin's
l-rother-In-law. Kenner was a mem-

ber of Congress from Louisiana and'
then tn France, commissioned by Mr.
Benjamin, with Mr. Davis'a consent,
to offer to th* European nations eman¬
cipation of the slaves for recognition
of the Confederate States. He bad
livol with Mr. Benjamin in Richmond,

nought »><I Sold Carton.
"After the war Colonel Picket; set¬

tled in Washington. D, C, to practice
law and at the same time engaged in
btiylng and selling Confederate curios
and record*. Tn .September. 1SS6.
Bromwell, who was practicing law In
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THE CONFEDERATE SEAL.

Kiehmond without success, accepted
h proposition to enter Plckett's ser¬
vice.

"lie wrote to Plckett as follows: I
have now only to say that If you can
offer i..e such a sum monthly as will
enable me to support my little family

j of wlf. and child In an economical
manner I will devote my best ener-

j Klos to the discharge of the duties 1
may be required to perform."
"Soon Plckett offered to sell the com-

plote records of Mr. Benjamin's office
to men of prominence and wealth in
the South. Upon the refusal of any of
them to buy. In lStis he offered to sell

j to Secretary of State Seward "large
and valuable documents of the late
Confederate States, embracing all the
papers belonging to Mr. Benjamin'sI o trice.'

I "Seward declined to buy except upon
inspection in Washington, and further
because tin- price, $500,000, was cx-
cesslve. Plckett said the papers were
in Canada and refused to allow them

j to be brought to Washington for In-
spection.

"In July, JS7-. they were bought by
the United States government, by spe-
vial act of Congress, for $75.900. By

I the agreement of sale the papers were
to be delivered In Canada, and Lleu-
tenant Thomas O. Selfrldge. U. S. N..
was commissioned to receive themI from Plckett. They were secured by
Lieutenant Selfrldge, inventoried by
him, with remarks, delivered to the
proper authorities, and are now in the
Library of Congress and are known

las the Plckett papers.
Denounced In South.

"When the sale was annoumed Plc-
kett was denounced In the South for
selling the archives of the Confeder¬
acy. On September 3, 1S72, about a
month after Plckett received the $73.-
000, Bromwell made a declaration and
certificate before N. Callan, In Wash¬
ington, in substnnce as follows: That
his, J. W. Bromwell'a last official act
of duty sä an official of the Department

} of State of said Confederate States
consisted in the packing up at Rich¬
mond, Virginia, abo.it the last of March.
1S65. of all the archives and so forth

I of the said Department of State and
transporting them to a supposed place
of safety In the South.
"That having complied fully with his

instructions and having turned the said
archives and so forth over to other
officers of the said Confederate States,
the fiduciary relations of the said di
ponent to said archives and so forth
ended: and inasmuch as he. the de¬
ponent, shortly after renewed his al-
leglancc to the United States ho gave
himself no further care with regard to
said archives, and presumed that they
had been raptured by the United States
ton es.
"That he. the deponent, became aware

seme years later that the said archives
hail never come into the possession of
the United States, but were spirited
away by private parties, and thai John
T. Plckett, Ksq.. attorney-at-law at
Washington, was employed by holders
of said archives to negotiate their de¬
livery to the United States government.
should Southern and Northern Pcmo-
crats refuse to take them-
"That deponent was privy to all of

Mr. Plckett's negotiations, and he,
Plckett, had given a truthful relation
of the same, avoiding any breach of
confidence, to the public press, lie de-
elared that Plckett had no fiduciary
relations to the archive-, thai he deal)
honestly wlih everybody connected
with the matter, and although the. ell-
tire sum of $75,0011 paid by the United
States government for the archives was
ultimately received by Mr. Plckett,
he retained less than half of It for
his own arduous, responsible, and valu¬
able services.
"Soon after this declaration was pub¬

lished Bromwell went to Ruröpe. In
lone of Plckett's letters to Hronnv.-ll In
Purls, dated October 85. 1S7J. he stat¬
ed: 'I am glad that you propose mak-
Ing a tour: it "Hi l»0 of inestimable
advantage to you, giving you an en-
tirely new set of ideas and expanding
your views of life.' In another letter
he states (hat he hopes he will make
quite a tour ami not return until with
quite a now set of ideas.

"A sum of money was held In (rust
for Mrs. Bromwell by Colonel Plckett,
and that Colonel Picket! was responsi¬
ble for Mr. sVoinwcll's deuarture Is

shown by later correspondence. In
March ot the following year Colonel
Plckott wrctc to the Un'tcd States
consul nt Parts asking for Informa¬
tion of Mr. Bromwell and said. 'We In¬
duced him to go abroad because of his
habits as to drink."
"Subsequently. Colonel Plckctt wrote

the consuls at many European ports In
an effort to locate Mr. Bromwell and
to hear from him personally, but the
tenor of Colonel Plckett's lettors In¬
dicate that no communication was had
from hlln by Plckett or Mrs. Brom¬
well.

"In a letter of May 17, 1S73, to Brom-
well. Plckett wrote, 'You will wait a
long time before lightning will strike
you again: nor will you ever find an¬
other .1. T. P. to utilize the treasure
trove to your bcnctlt.'
"Bromwell died in London In 1875.

alone, broken In health nnd spirits. In
February, 1S76, Colonel Plckett wrote
Mrs. Bromwell that he held 1469 in cash
and $9,000 In bonds, which he purposed
turning over to her as her trustee."

Trace* HUtory of Seal.
Judge Montgomery then traced, with

copies of the original papers before
him. the history of the seal from the
act of the Confederate Congress creat¬
ing it on April 30. 1S63, the letter of
Mr. Benjamin ordering It to be made
In England through Mr. Mason. Con¬
federate commissioner to England; an
Itemized copy of the receipt given by
the maker, .loseph S. Wyon. chief en¬
graver to Her Majesry; letters showing
Its delivery to Mr. Benjamin by Lieu¬
tenant Chapman, of the Confederato
navy In September. 1S64. and the loss
of a pas) of the fixtures at Bermuda.
These fixtures were not recovered, and
the seal could not be used without
them.

.Judge Montgomery Is satisfied that
the seal was In one of the boxes which!
Bromwell took to Charlotte atifl that
Plckett got the seal when the papers
and records of the Department ot
State came Into his possession.
"There Is nothing In the record to

show that Plckett agreed to sell or
turn over to the l.'nlted States the seal
of the Confederate States."

At this point .ludge Montgomery pro¬
duced copies of letters from Plckett's
letter book.now In the Library of
Congress with the Plckett papers to
Captain Selfrldge and correspondence
between Plckett and S. II. Black, silver¬
smith and elcctrotyper, of New York,
hearing upon the possession of the seal
by Captain Selfrldge.
The letters between Plckett and

Bluck are dated tctween May and Sep¬
tember, 1S73. and relate to Black's con¬
tract to m.iKe medals and electrotypes
In bronze, silver, and gold from the
Confederate seal. Large numbers of
these medallions were shipped by Black
to Plckett In 1S73 and large amounts
of money In selver were sent by Plck¬
ett to Black In payment of his work.

Made From Original.
The mednlltons were sold extensive¬

ly throughout the South. One of these
letters shows that the medallions were
made from the orlg'nal seal. It is as

l follows, dated at New York, August 2",
1873, and addressed to John T. Plckett.
Washington. D. C.:
"Dear Sir:
"Yours with check Is at hand. Am

much obliged, and shall now pay myIndebtedness to all men In this business
Am sorry to hear that any one has
thought of making any of these medals,
but It is nothing but what I expected
they would do; It is a pity that you
could not get a right to sell them ex¬
clusively. 1 send you a letter which I
received from St. Louis, Mo., the other
day. Perhaps you had better write to
him; they are too lnrge for belt buckles.
Any el.etrolyper can make them from
one of the Impressions better than he
can from the original seal and much
easier. My advice to you Is to sell as
soon as possible what you have got.
You know that no one else in the coun¬
try can get them made as cheap as f
can make them an I have made them
and will continue to make them. So
If there Is any sale at all rush It now,
for some one will get the inside track
of you If you don't."
"The two following letters from Plck¬

ett's letter book show that the seal
was delivered to Lieutenant Selfrldge,"
continued Judge Montgomery:

"Washington. D. C.
"December 21, 1S73."

"My Dear Captain:
"I am very glad to hear from you

and o,ulte envy your prospect of a
speedy escape from that frozen region.
It Is frozen enough here. Ho not for¬
get our understanding as to my hav¬
ing a linger In fhnt 'raging canawl

I am quite tired of sailing near tho
shore and fishing for archives and)
sardines. Now I have been intending
writing yon explanatory of delay, but
it is-. The aforesaid Is yours as

completely as if It were in your safe.
But several little things have combined
to Interfere with my plans. One Is
that it has been traced to me. Don't
they wish they may get it? When
ready, I shall go to Boston. If neces¬
sary, to deliver It in person to Mrs.
S. Hon voyage.

(Signed) "JOHN T. PICKETT."
"Capt. T. O. Selfridgo. U. S. N.. Bosto .."

"Washington. May 31, 1873.
"Captain T. O. Selfrldge, U. S. N., Bos¬

ton, Mass.
"My Dear Captain:
"Home again after a few days In

York, Pa., and glad to find yours of
the 21st. There Is no danger of the
aforesaid being known to be In your
possession. In the public notice of It
which 1 shall make when my electro¬
types shall be ready, a few weeks hence,It Is my purpose to create the Im¬
pression that I still hold the article.
This will cause fun. You will onlyhave to keep quiet, which, of course,
you will do.

"After all it seems to me that youhave overestimated the value of tho
thing to yourself.though you arc the
better Judge of that. I presumo that
it will ultimately find Its way Into the
possession of the government, whorl
in default of the establishment of the
so-called methlnks it should be. When
you tire of the bauble let me know,
as my old offer will hold good. When
you see the electrotypes you will not
care, so much for the original. By the
way, the electrofyper Is Masonlcall-y
pledged to secrecy.

(Signed» "JOHN T. PICKETTi"
"On June 20, 1S72. Colonel Plckett

wrote to Colonel Charles C. Jones. Jr..of New York: '1 have been so fortunats
us to rescue this memorial (tho seal)!from oblivion and possibly a vandallc
melting pot (it is pure silver and
weighs several pounds). I have had
several clectrotypic impressions of it
executed.' He sent Colonel Jones .>

medallion.
"This and other correspondence sus¬

tain Ills statement to Captain Sel¬
frldge that 'I Intend to create the Im¬
pression that l still hold the article

(icnuinODCNs Proven.
"In ls73, when the electrotype;, of the

Confederate seal were on the market
doubt was expressed by the public ITS.
to the genuineness of the seal whlcfi
was supposed to be In Colonel Plckott'tt
possession, whereupon Colonel Piekett
sent a copy to J, S. and A. B Wyon ut
London, successors to Joseph S. Wyoli,
asking for an affidavit as to the gen¬
uineness of the Impression.

"Messrs. Wyon forwarded to Colonel
Plckett a certificate and declaration
to the effect that the Impression ob¬
tained of the seal was a faithful re¬

production of the Identical seal en¬
graved In 1864 by J. S. Wyon Th&
declaration stated:

" 'It has boon the Invariable practice
Of our house to preserve proof im¬
pressions of all important seal work
executed by us, und on a comparison,
of the impression now sent us with tho
proof 'mpression retained by us we
have no hesitation In asserting that si$
perfect an impression could i.ot huvo
been produced except from the original
seal. We have never made any du¬
plicate of the seal in question.' "

In conclusion Judge Montgomery
said:

"In an article published In the South¬
ern Historical Society Papers In 1S6S
It was stated that the seal of the Con¬
federacy was overlooked by the Con¬
federate authorities and afterwards
fell Into the hands of Colonul Plckett,
who, after having a number of electro¬
types made from It In copper, sliver,
and gold, presented the original It
Colonel William B Karle, of Washing¬
ton, and that this gentleman present¬
ed it to the State of South Carolina.
I have been Informed reliably that Col¬
onel Plckett did not give the seal to
Mr. Karle, and 1 have been informell
also on the best authority time the
presentation spoken of was one Of the
medallions mad,- by Mr. Black."
Judge Montgomery said further that

he had seen a letter In a New York
paper signed by W. McK. Darwood In
which the writer stated that he visit¬
ed Trinity College, Cambridge, and way
shown the seal of the Confederacy,
presented by Judith P. Benjamin, and
that he had no doubt that it was slill
there.
An official Inquiry proved that the

seal in Kngland was one of the medal¬
lions and not the original seal.
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